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Sol: The correct passive voice of the given sentence is (b) The brakes may be being checked now.
Explanation (rules of conversion):
· Identify tense/auxiliaries: may be checking = modal ( may) + be + present participle (V-ing) → progressive with a modal.
· Passive formation for modal + continuous: modal + be + being + V3.
· Subject–object swap: the mechanic (agent) ↔ the brakes (patient).
· So: The brakes may be being checked (by the mechanic) now. “By the mechanic” may be omitted as the agent is obvious/unimportant.
Structure:
· Active: Subject + modal + be + V-ing + Object
· Passive: Object + modal + be + being + V3 (+ by + Subject)
Why other options are incorrect:
· (a) Missing “ be being” and past participle — ungrammatical.
· (c) “The brakes … be checking” → makes the brakes the doer; incorrect.
· (d) “be check” → bare infinitive after “be” is wrong; needs being checked.

Q.138   Select the option that expresses the given sentence in Direct to Indirect Speech.
She said, "O that I were a bird!"

A. She said that she wished she were a bird!
B. She said that she has been a bird.
C. She said that she wanted to be a bird.
D. She said that she was a bird.

Answer: A

Sol: The correct indirect speech is (a).
Explanation:
· The original is an optative/exclamatory wish (“O that…!”). In reported speech, reporting verb often changes to a sense verb like “wished/exclaimed with longing/regret” + that-clause.
· Subjunctive “were” (unreal present wish) is retained: she wished she were a bird (not “was”).
· Pronoun shift: I → she; punctuation (!) is dropped in reported form (though option retains it, the core structure is correct).
· Hence: “She said that she wished she were a bird.”
Rules of conversion (Optative/Exclamatory → Indirect):
· Reporting verb “said” → “wished/exclaimed with sorrow/joy” (sense verb) when emotion/wish is expressed.
· Replace interjection “O that” with a that-clause.
· Keep subjunctive for unreal/hypothetical wishes (were).
· Example: “O that I were rich!” → She wished that she were rich.

Q.139   Transform the following sentence into active voice.
This law which was passed in the parliament last year should have been reviewed properly by the members of the committee.

A. The parliament should have reviewed the law properly, which the members of the committee passed last year.
B. The members of the committee should have reviewed the law properly, which the parliament passed last year.
C. The law should have reviewed the members of the committee properly which the parliament passed last year.
D. The members of the committee should have reviewed the law properly, which was passed in the parliament last year.

Answer: B

Sol: The correct active voice of the given sentence is (b).
Explanation: In passive, “should have been reviewed by the members of the committee” => in active, the agent (the members of the committee) becomes the subject and the verb shifts to modal +
have + V3: should have reviewed. The relative clause “which was passed in the parliament last year” can stay passive or be made active: “which the parliament passed last year.” Option (b) keeps the
meaning intact and uses a clear active relative clause.
Rules of conversion (Passive → Active with modals):
· Passive structure: Object + modal + have been + V3 + by + Subject (+ modifiers)
· Active structure: Subject + modal + have + V3 + Object (+ modifiers)
Structure:
· Active voice: [The members of the committee] should have reviewed [the law] properly, [which the parliament passed last year].
· Passive voice: [The law], [which was passed in the parliament last year], should have been reviewed properly by [the members of the committee].
Example:
· Passive: The report should have been submitted by the secretary.
· Active: The secretary should have submitted the report.

Q.140   Choose the correct indirect speech form of the following sentence.
Rukmini said to Sanjana, "Why didn't you appear in the UPSC Preliminary Examination last year?"

A. Rukmini asked Sanjana why had she not appeared in the UPSC Preliminary Examination the previous year.
B. Rukmini asked Sanjana why she had not appeared in the UPSC Preliminary Examination the previous year.
C. Rukmini told Sanjana why she had not appeared in the UPSC Preliminary Examination the last year.
D. Rukmini asked Sanjana why she did not appear in the UPSC Preliminary Examination last year.

Answer: B

Sol: The correct indirect speech is (b).
Explanation (rules of conversion):
· Reporting verb: “said to” → asked (because the original is an interrogative).
· Question word retained: “ Why” remains; no “if/whether” is used.
· Backshift of tense: Simple past “didn’t appear” → past perfect “had not appeared” (reported speech with past reporting verb).
· Pronoun change: “you” (addressing Sanjana) → she.
· Time expression: “last year” → the previous year.
· Word order: In indirect questions, we use statement order (Subject + Verb), not inversion. Hence “why she had not appeared…”, not “why had she not appeared…”.
· Why others are wrong:
· (a) Wrong inversion ( had she not appeared).
· (c) Wrong reporting verb ( told) for a question; also “the last year” is odd—use the previous year.
· (d) No backshift ( did not appear) and “last year” not changed.

Q.141   Select the most appropriate option to improve the bold part of the sentence.
Seldom we have seen such a performance.

A. and we seen
B. did we saw
C. have we seen
D. we had seen

Answer: C

Sol: The correct substitution of the highlighted words is (c) have we seen.
Explanation: Negative/limiting adverbs placed at the beginning (e.g., seldom, rarely, never, hardly, scarcely, little, not only) trigger subject–auxiliary inversion. Therefore, Seldom have we seen such a
performance is correct. Also, the present perfect (“have seen”) suits a life-experience statement without a definite past time reference.
Grammatical rule used: When a negative/limiting adverb or adverbial expression is fronted, invert the auxiliary and the subject: Never have I…, Rarely do we…, Hardly had they….
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Example:
· Incorrect: She advised to leave early.
· Correct: She advised us to leave early. / She advised leaving early. / She advised that we (should) leave early.
Information booster (exceptions/notes):
· After advise, using a to-infinitive without an object is generally incorrect.
· Formal English often uses that + (should) + base verb after advise for recommendations.




